
Introduced by Council Member Anderson and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Boyer, Carter, Schellenberg, Pittman, Hazouri Gulliford, Newby, Bowman and Morgan:
RESOLUTION 2018-598
A RESOLUTION CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND COMMENDING THE MANY NOTEWORTHY ACHIEVEMENTS OF HANS G. TANZLER, JR., ON THE OCCASION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND DUVAL COUNTY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Hans G. Tanzler, Jr., was a larger than life figure in the City of Jacksonville’s history and a profoundly dedicated civic leader whose service to the City has been widely held to be instrumental in the creation of consolidated government; and  
WHEREAS, October 1, 2018 marks the 50th anniversary of one of the most important events in the history of Jacksonville – the elimination of two redundant local governments and the formation of a single new consolidated government of Jacksonville; and 
WHEREAS, the consolidation of the former City of Jacksonville with Duval County, resulted in expanding Jacksonville from 38 square miles to 840 square miles, to become the largest city in land size in the United States; and
WHEREAS, consolidation eliminated the redundancy of two governments, lowered taxes consistently for the first nine years, streamlined and augmented law enforcement, fire protection, public works and other basic services for the urban core and the expanding suburbs; and

WHEREAS, Hans G Tanzler, Jr., was the reform Mayor of the former city and exclaimed that unless Jacksonville could plan to grow and govern with one mind, purpose and singular focus of authority, it would be destined to bureaucratic mediocracy - thus consolidation must occur; and 

WHEREAS, it was understood by Mayor Tanzler that if the consolidation was approved by referendum of the electorate, all currently-elected officials, including Mayor Tanzler, must unselfishly resigned their incumbency to seek election to the new consolidated government; and
WHEREAS, on August 8, 1967, the voters approved Consolidation by an almost two to one margin; and 
WHEREAS, thereafter Hans G Tanzler, Jr., was elected without opposition to govern the uncharted waters of the new consolidated Jacksonville government for the next 8 years making him the last mayor of the old city government and the first mayor of consolidated Jacksonville; and 
WHEREAS, under Mayor Tanzler’s leadership, the City of Jacksonville cleaned up the St Johns River, lowered taxes, reorganized health and welfare services, installed 16,500 street lights, resurfaced 300 miles of streets, and implemented many other community programs not possible before consolidation; and 
WHEREAS, Mayor Tanzler is probably best remembered in local lore for water-skiing in the formerly polluted St. Johns River; his efforts to clean the St. Johns River included implementing sewage treatment and other environmental regulations; and 
WHEREAS, Mayor Tanzler passed away on July 25, 2013 at the age of 86 without public recognition by the City of Jacksonville for his public service and leadership as the first mayor of consolidated Jacksonville government; and

WHEREAS, the Council desires to honor and recognize the outstanding achievements of Hans G. Tanzler, Jr., and to laud his leadership as the first mayor of Consolidated Government as the City celebrates the 50th Anniversary of consolidation; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Hans G. Tanzler, Jr., for his many exemplary, noteworthy achievements in service to the City of Jacksonville. His legacy will long be remembered and revered as that of one of the founding fathers of consolidation and the newly created City of Jacksonville as it exists today.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel
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